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A Letter to Our Students from the Administrative Team 

Welcome back Mills students!  

This is an unprecedented time in which we are living. Are we going to school every day as usual? Are we still doing 

distance learning? Or is there some kind of in-between? There are many questions we will still be answering as we 

return to start the ‘20-21 school year. However, there is one thing  you can count on even with all of the unanswered 

questions: we are here for you! This year we are focused primarily on what we call the 3 R’s: Relationships, 

Routine and Resilience.  

Relationships: We are going to spend time every day connecting with you and building relationships to establish 

trust.  

Routine: We will support you in adjusting back into a routine and practice mindfulness activities. 

Resilience: Finally, we will work on building resilience as we solve problems together and learn to create things to 

look forward to. 

This year, we rewrote the student handbook to make it more “student-friendly.” You’ll notice the very next page 

shows our Merit System. Everyone starts the school year with 100 merits. The goal is to maintain 96 or more merits 

to be able to participate in the activities and events on campus. If you lose merits you can still earn them back! It’s a 

win-win for everyone!  

This year, we are continuing with our advisory homeroom. This is an opportunity for you to develop strong 

connections with trusted adults on campus, practice organizational skills, team building activities, class competitions 

and more. This planner should be used each day, every period, to write down learning targets, assessments, and 

more. Parents are encouraged to check the planner weekly to discuss the information with you.   

This planner also serves as a communication tool to explain both the positive and negative consequences related to 

student behavior. We employ a variety of methods and programs throughout the year to promote a school culture of 

diversity, tolerance, empathy and teamwork. We celebrate positive behaviors and academic success. While there 

are some negative consequences for certain behaviors, our focus is on creating a positive school environment for 

all of our students, including teaching students how to repair the harm that was caused when a negative behavior 

takes place.  

Parent/guardian involvement and support is critical in helping you be successful. We look forward to partnering with 

your parents/guardians this year in assisting you to reach your goals.  

Let’s make it a great year Mustangs! 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Carrigan, Principal 

Mr. Shields, Assistant Principal 

Mrs. Schuette,  Assistant Principal 
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MUSTANG PRIDE 
MUSTANG PRIDE: Polite, Prompt, Productive, Prepared, & Positive 

 Be Prompt & 
Prepared 

Be Polite & Positive Be Productive 

Bathrooms ● Go, Flush, Wash 

● Keep area clean 

● Honor people’s 

privacy 

● Wait your turn 

● Avoid hanging 

out/keep it short 

● Report problems to an 

adult 

Hallway ● Walk, don’t run 

● Stay to the right 

● Hands to yourself 

● Use appropriate 

language 

● Stay out of other 

classrooms 

● Go directly to your 

destination  

Classroom ● Keep hands and 

feet to yourself 

● Clean up after 

yourself 

● Use manners 

● Raise your hand 

● Be tolerant of 

classmates 

● Have supplies ready 

● Be read to learn 

● Keep your desk clean 

● Listen to and follow 

directions 

Cafeteria/ 
Quad 

● Walk, don’t run 

● Wait your turn in 

line 

● Sit correctly 

● Use inside voice 

● Use good 

manners 

 

● Clean up after yourself 

● Raise your hand to be 

excused 

GYM/ 
Blacktop 

● Wear appropriate 

shoes/school 

uniform 

● Listen for the 

whistle 

● Take turns and 

include everyone 

● Practice 

sportsmanship 

● Stop Activity when the 

whistle is blown 

● Put equipment away 

School 
Activities 

● Walk with your 

class in a single 

file line 

● Sit in your classes’ 

designated area 

● Keep your hands 

and feet to 

yourself 

● Use appropriate 

applause 

● Sit quietly 

● Remain seated until 

dismissed  

● Remain quiet when 

others are speaking 

 

 
 

 

ACADEMICS 

Show MUSTANG PRIDE! OWN 

IT…EVERYDAY! 
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GRADING POLICY 
At the beginning of the school year, students will receive from each of their teachers a written grading policy as part 

of the course expectations explaining the class academic and behavioral requirements.  Mills Middle School’s grading 

system consists of 2 semesters with 4 quarters.  Grades are recorded at the completion of each semester, and are 

mailed to parents/guardians.  Progress reports notices occur once every quarter.  Parents are encouraged to use 

PowerSchool Parent Portal to check student’s grades. 

The semester and quarter grading periods are: 

1st Quarter Progress 1st Semester 3rd Quarter Progress 2nd Semester 

Aug. 12 - Oct. 9th Oct. 12 - Dec. 18 Jan. 4 - Mar 12 Mar 15 - May 27 

 

The semester grade is the final grade for each academic period.  This grade becomes a part of the student’s 

permanent record.  Letter grades are assigned on the following scale (see each teacher’s course expectations): 

 A    -   SUPERIOR   D   -    BELOW AVERAGE  

 B    -   ABOVE AVERAGE  F    -    FAILING    

 C    -   AVERAGE   I     -    INCOMPLETE 

Citizenship Marks shall be assigned by each teacher. These marks set behavior standards that describe an 

appropriate educational environment for all students. 

1. Supporting ideas for marking citizenship 
a. A good citizen must assume responsibility for his/her own behavior. 
b. A good citizen respects himself/herself, adults, fellow students, teachers, the school, and the property of 

others. 
c. Each student will follow the rules and regulations of the school and each classroom to be successful. 
d. A good citizen is in class on time daily and prepared with materials. 

 

Marking system 

O = Attitude elevates the behavioral and academic level of class. Lates/tardies are very rare.  Participation and 

volunteerism is continuous and constructive.  Respect is always demonstrated for people and property. 

S = Attitude is positive and constructive. Lates/tardies are uncommon. Participation and volunteerism are frequent 

and constructive.  Respect is consistently demonstrated for people and property. 

N = Attitude is negative and nonproductive. Lates/tardies exceed teacher’s limit. Participation and volunteerism are 

rare or inappropriate. Respect is sometimes not demonstrated for people or property. 

U = Attitude diminishes the behavioral and academic level of class. Lates/tardies are excessive.  Participation and 

volunteerism are nonexistent or inappropriate.  Respect is often not demonstrated for people or property. 

 

 

HOMEWORK POLICY 
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Teachers will communicate their homework policies in writing to the students and administration. Teachers 

will continually monitor the quality of assigned homework.  

Students returning to school after an absence are entitled to make up missed assignments for full credit. (SEE 

ABSENCE/MAKE-UP POLICY)  The normal time allowance is two days for each day of excused absence.  

Students are responsible for making arrangements with teachers to make up work missed because of 

absences.  If the student will be out of school for 5 or more days for an excused (non-truancy) reason, the 

parent must arrange “Independent Study” at least five days in advance.  For short-term absences, students 

should check the website, contact classmates or check with the teachers when returning to school.  No make-

up work is allowed for truancies.  Any work assigned prior to an absence is still due on the designated due date 

or on the first day that the student returns to school, whichever comes later. 

GRADE CHECK PROCEDURE 

Students and parents are encouraged to utilize PowerSchool Parent Portal for grades, assignments, and teacher 

contacts.  Simply go to the Mills Middle School Website https://www.fcusd.org/mills and login.  Parents and students 

can get login information, usernames, and passwords through the counselor or the clerical staff in the main office.  

ACADEMIC HONESTY 

Academic honesty and personal integrity are fundamental components of a student’s education and character 

development.  Students will not cheat, lie, plagiarize or commit other acts of academic dishonesty.  Those who are 

involved in any such activities will be referred immediately to their Assistant Principal and will be placed on a school-

wide Academic Dishonesty Watch List, and will receive a teacher determined academic consequence within the 

classroom.  Repeat offenders may be subject to suspension and/or expulsion. 

 
STUDENT LIFE,  ACTIVITIES AND INCENTIVES 

AWARDS 
Mustang Triple AAA (Arrival, Academics, Attitude) 

The Triple AAA program is a school-wide recognition for students at each grade level.  Recipients are honored in a 

special “invitation-only” assembly, party, or off-campus activity.  In order to qualify, a student needs to have all of 

the following per trimester: 

1. A- Arrival that is exceptional (NO MORE THAN 2 TARDIES/LATES) 
2. A- Academic Excellence (MUST HAVE A 3.0 G.P.A OR HIGHER) 
3. A- Attitude (EXCELLENCE IN CITIZENSHIP; HAVING ONLY MARKS OF “O” OR “S”) 
NOTE: No Class, In House or Off Campus Suspensions. 

HONOR ROLL 

Students with a 3.0 GPA qualify for the Honor Roll, 3.5 GPA qualifies for High Honor Roll and 4.0 GPA for Principal’s 

Honor Roll. 

ATHLETICS  
Our campus offers various opportunities to represent Mills as student-athletes. Students may join our basketball, 

soccer, track and field, volleyball and wrestling teams.  Students and parents must fill out athletic clearance forms 

prior to participating in athletics.  Criteria to participate are:  

i. Participant must be a full time student at Mills. 

ii. Students must maintain an unweighted GPA of 2.0 (on a 4.0 scale) in enrolled courses at the conclusion of the 

previous grading period. Students with less than a 2.0 GPA may be placed on academic probation until the next 

https://www.fcusd.org/mills
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grading period. (BP 6145, CIF 205 b.(2)) A student applying for academic probation must meet the following criteria 

and complete Academic Probation Application:  

1. A minimum of 1.5 GPA (FCUSD requirement);  

2. No school disciplinary issues during probationary period (BP 6145). 

  3. Satisfactory citizenship in all classes; 

  4. Complete a weekly progress check (include attendance and behavior). 

Please refer to District Athletic Handbook for more information: https://www.fcusd.org/Page/35562 

ASSEMBLIES 
Assemblies are provided for the enjoyment and benefit of the students.  Teachers accompany their classes to 

assemblies.  Students are to be on their best behavior and give full attention to performers.  Please note, no gum, 

food, drinks, or backpacks are permitted in the gym or the multi-purpose room.  

CLUBS AND ORGANIZATIONS 
Information regarding current clubs and organizations can be found in the main office. Each club or organization 
has its own eligibility criteria.  Listen for announcements or refer to the Daily Bulletin in the Main Office for 
information about clubs.  Talk with a club advisor to see what is needed to join the club.  As with sports, club 
participation is a privilege and not a right. 
 

DANCES / SOCIALS / FIELD TRIPS / ATHLETIC EVENTS 

Social events are an important part of school life.  With the permission of the administration, dances, trips and other 

social events sponsored by classes or approved clubs may be held on school grounds. 

Rules: 

1. Students must have 96 or more merits to participate. 
2. The Administration reserves the right to refuse student permission to attend any school event. 
3. Students must be in school the day of the activity, except for medical appointments. 
4. All school rules apply; this includes behavior and dress code standards. 
5. Once a student leaves the dance, she/he may not return and must leave campus.  Students may, however, 

leave the dance anytime with a parent/guardian. 
6. Students who are not enrolled at Mills Middle School may not attend dances. 
7. Inappropriate dancing is not permitted. Students choosing to act or dance inappropriately, after 

being warned, will be asked to contact a parent to be picked up. 
 

MILLS BILLS / STUDENT STORE 

Mustang PRIDE expectations include being: Prompt, Polite, Prepared, Positive, and Productive. Staff will 

reinforce and recognize students who are displaying these characteristics with “Mills Bills.”  The bills are redeemable 

for a variety of incentives at the Mills Student Store.   

 

 

 

8TH GRADE PROMOTION CEREMONY / END OF YEAR ACTIVITIES 

https://www.fcusd.org/Page/35562
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To participate in the end of the year Celebration - a student must meet all of the following criteria: 

● Attendance 
○ 90% attendance:18 days of unexcused absences 

● Discipline 
○ No expellable offenses during the current school year 

● Grades 
○ 8/12 semester grades are passing in a six period day over two semesters 
○ Passing is defined as all grades above an F 

 

Failure to meet this criteria makes a student ineligible to participate in the Celebration. The Celebration is defined 
as: all end-of-the-year 8th grade activities (field trips, dances, etc) and the ceremony where a student receives their 
certificate of middle school completion in an organized procession at the end of the year. Students who do not meet 
the eligibility requirements to participate in the Celebration will still advance to the 9th grade and receive their 
certificate unless retention is recommended by administration.  

STUDENT COUNCIL  

Mills Student Council consists of elected student officials plus appointed representatives from each grade.  Student 

Council is responsible for running the extracurricular student program. Class officers are elected by their classmates 

to promote and plan activities. Class officers and representatives must maintain a minimum 2.5 grade point average 

in order to run for and remain in office. 

 
DAILY BULLETIN/ ANNOUNCEMENTS 
A daily bulletin is read each morning over the PA system.  It is also distributed to all teachers via e-mail and will be 

posted to the school web page.  If you do not hear the announcements, be sure to read the bulletin posted on the 

Mills Middle School website. 

SCHOOL SERVICES 

COUNSELING SERVICES 

The counseling department is located in the Main Office.  Students wanting to visit the Counseling Staff MUST FIRST 

sign in at the Main Office.  

The counseling department strives to provide the best possible service to students in academic, social and emotional 

guidance. Counselors can help by: making recommendations of possible schedule changes to administration, 

scheduling teacher conferences as needed, setting up student grade checks and/or student study team meetings 

(SST), helping students resolve conflicts, and referring students and their families to outside community resources. 

CHECK IN / CHECK OUT 

Sometimes students may need extra support to be successful in school.  In some cases students may be assigned a 

member of the staff to “check in” with the student to meet certain goals. 

 

 

 

PEER MEDIATION 
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School is a place where students are social and interacting constantly.  Sometimes students won’t always get along 

and need some help resolving conflicts in a healthy and safe way.  Students that may have a conflict with each 

other can reach out to a peer mediator to help solve those conflicts. 

 
HEALTH SERVICES 
 
A School Health Assistant is available to assist students with medications and to provide first aid. The School Nurse 
will develop individual health service plans for students with health concerns, such as asthma, diabetes, seizure 
disorders, etc.  The Nurse coordinates efforts to control communicable disease, check immunization status, provide 
health referrals, and offer health education. 
Students must have a signed pass to visit the Health Office and must sign in and out on the attendance record.  

Students are allowed fifteen minutes of rest.   When a student is not feeling able to return to class, a phone call is 

made to notify a parent/guardian.  Students must check out within the main office in order to be released from 

school. 

STUDENT MEDICATION - Students are NOT to keep medication of any kind in their possession while on campus.  
If it is necessary to take medication during school hours, the medicine must be brought in the original labeled container 
to the health office, along with a district release form completed and signed by a parent/guardian.  Prescription 
medications or prescription-strength dosages of over-the-counter medicines require a physician’s signature.  
Medication release forms may be downloaded from the FCUSD Health Programs website and are available in the 
office.   NO MEDICATION (INCLUDING “OVER THE COUNTER” MEDICATIONS) WILL BE GIVEN WITHOUT A 
CONSENT FORM SIGNED BY THE STUDENT’S DOCTOR AND THE STUDENT’S PARENT/GUARDIAN. A NEW 
FORM MUST BE COMPLETED EVERY SCHOOL YEAR FOR MEDICATION.  
 

 
SCHOOL LIBRARY 
Hours:   7:45 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 

7:45 a.m. – 1:35 p.m. Thursday 
Phone: (916) 294-9045 ext. 710173 
Before & After School: The library is open to all students for educational purposes. 
Lunchtime: Students must sign in during lunch time. There is a 30 student limit in the library on 
a first-come basis. Students may not bring or eat their lunch in the library. 
Services: Library book check-out (two books at a time to be returned or renewed every two 
weeks). Services include; borrowing textbooks for homework, computers for research, and 
printing assignments. You must have your I.D. card to check out materials and use computers. If 
you lose your I.D. card, it can be replaced at the Mills Store for $2.00. 
Computer Use: Computers may be used for educational purposes. Students must comply with the 
technology and internet usage agreement. 
Lost Books: If you lose a textbook or library book, you will be charged the replacement cost. 
Behavior: Students are expected to follow all school and library rules; Use quiet voices in the 
library. Treat all people and materials with respect. Use computers appropriately. No food, drinks 
or cell phones are allowed in the library. 
*Any inappropriate behavior/conduct may result in students’ loss of library privileges.* 
 

BUS TRANSPORTATION 

Students must carry a bus pass, which may be purchased from the Transportation Department (phone 916-294-9100 

Ext. 160140). Bus transportation may be denied to students for continual disorderly conduct OR disrespect of driver’s 

authority.  Bus referrals are processed by school administration, but are generated and enforced by the Transportation 

Department. 
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Loading and unloading of all buses will be in the bus loop on the far southwest corner of our campus.  This loop is for 

buses ONLY!  Parents are to pick up and drop off students in the front parking lot of the school.  All students are 

expected to line up and board the buses in an orderly fashion.   

IDENTIFICATION CARD / STUDENT BODY CARD 

Students must have their identification card/student body card at all times. This practice is to help ensure the safety 

of the campus.  Student I.D. cards are required to access student accounts, the library (book check-out and 

computer usage), cafeteria food purchase and to attend school extra-curricular activities such as dances, socials 

and sporting events.  Lost I.D. cards may be replaced for a fee of $2.00.  Please contact the main office to obtain 

one. 

INTERNET SAFETY HELP – Mills Middle School follows all FCUSD guidelines for internet usage.  A copy of the 

Student Technology Use Agreement can be found here: http://www.fcusd.org 

STATEWIDE TESTING NOTIFICATION 

California students take several mandated statewide tests. These tests provide parents/guardians, teachers, and 

educators with information about how well students are learning and becoming college and career ready. The test 

results may be used for local, state, and federal accountability purposes. 

The California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress (CAASPP) tests consist of the following: 

● Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium Assessments  
● California Science Tests (CAST) 
● California Alternate Assessments (CAAs) 
● California Spanish Assessment (CSA) for Reading/Language Arts  
● English Language Proficiency Assessments for California (ELPAC) 
● Physical Fitness Test (PFT) 

Pursuant to California Education Code Section 60615, parents/guardians may annually submit to the school a 

written request to excuse their child from any or all of the CAASPP assessments 

ATTENDANCE 
Participation at school is one of the best ways to be successful. To be successful, students must be present and 

engaged with their work and school staff.  Being present means being at school everyday, and being on time to 

classes. 

ABSENCE – Schools understand that sometimes you may have to miss some days due to illness or to deal with 

personal needs. If it is absolutely necessary to be absent, please  bring a valid note from his/her parent/guardian, or 

have the parents/guardians contact the attendance clerk by phone.  The Attendance Line can be reached 24 hours a 

day.  Parents/guardians may call and leave a message after hours.  Messages may be left in English or other primary 

languages (916) 294-9045.  Keep in mind that Parent/guardian can only excuse 10 all-day student absences per 

year due to illness without a doctor’s note.   

NON-TRUANT ABSENCES – The only non-truant reasons for a pupil to be absent from school are: 1) illness; 2) 

medical appointments; 3) quarantine; 4) funeral of member of immediate family (one day in state, three out of state); 

5) court required appearance; or 6) exclusion from school for not having proper immunizations (five days only).   

TRUANCY – Remember it’s important to be in class to be successful.  If you are not in class during designated 

instructional time then a student is considered truant.  Please see the Parent Handbook posted on the school website 

for a more detailed definition of “truancy.”  Being truant means a student is missing valuable instruction, but there are 
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also consequences. Single-class truancies, full-day truancies, and tardiness may result in after school detention, 

lunch detention, class suspension.  Multiple Truancies may result in a Student Attendance Review Board hearing.  

Please communicate with the school so possible reasons for being truant can be addressed. 

ILLNESS DURING SCHOOL – After visiting with the nurse, the parent/guardian must give permission before the 

student can check out with the main office. 

MAKE-UP POLICY - The FCUSD’s School Board passed a policy that reinforces our expectations of positive 

attendance for success in school: 

● Students shall be given the opportunity to make-up school work missed because of an excused absence and 
shall receive full credit for work that is turned in according to a reasonable make-up schedule. By board policy, 
students may have two days for each excused day of absence to make up the work.  It is the student’s 
responsibility to request the missed work. (Education Code 48205). 

● Students who miss school work because of unexcused absences will be given the opportunity to make-up missed 
for full or reduced credit. Teachers shall assign such make-up work as necessary to ensure academic progress, 
not as a punitive measure. 

● Students who have non-truant absences or who receive in-house suspensions will be allowed to complete all 
assignments and tests missed during their absence that can be reasonably provided. 

● Students who are truant or suspended off-campus can make up missed work during their absences. Suspended 
students shall receive full credit for work that is turned in according to a reasonable make-up schedule.  

● IT IS THE STUDENT’S RESPONSIBILITY TO REQUEST THE WORK ASSIGNED DURING THE ABSENCE 
AND TO CLARIFY WITH THE TEACHERS WHEN THE MAKE-UP WORK IS DUE. 

● Long term assignments (assigned prior to the day of absence) are still due on the date originally set, regardless 
of the student’s attendance on that due date. 

 
CLOSED CAMPUS/ CAMPUS HOURS 
CAMPUS HOURS ARE FROM 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 pm.  Mills Middle is a closed campus institution. “Closed campus” 

violations may result in suspension and/or a truancy citation served by the Rancho Cordova Police Department.   

APPROVED “BEFORE-SCHOOL ZONES”:   1) Cafeteria 2) Quad  

Students may not linger on campus after hours unless they are attending an approved activity. 

LOST AND FOUND 

The lost and found is located in the main office. Articles will be held for two weeks at a time during the school year, 

and through the last Friday of the school year. Items not claimed will be donated to a community organization.  

PERSONAL PROPERTY 

The school/district is not responsible for the loss of personal property. Please do not bring large sums of money or 

personal items to school; such as iPods, cell phones, electronic games, or toys.  Your personal property is YOUR 

responsibility. The school district does not carry insurance for the loss of personal property for staff or students.  It is 

not the administration’s responsibility to recover missing, lost, or stolen student personal property.  

Sports equipment of any kind is not allowed at school such as: basketballs, footballs, soccer balls, etc. 

SCHOOL PROPERTY 

Students are financially responsible for all textbooks and materials, including music instruments, issued to them. 

Students will be billed for damaged materials or vandalism caused to school property. Report cards, schedules, and/or 

diplomas are held until all fines are paid.   
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EMERGENCY PROCEDURES 

Fire/emergency drills are held regularly throughout the year. Students should follow the procedures posted in 

classrooms for “lock down”, “evacuation”, and “duck and cover” commands. 

DELIVERIES TO STUDENTS 
We like to protect the instructional time students are in class. Please do not bring flowers, balloons and/or 

gifts. Please refrain from delivering these items to MIlls Middle School.  

 
PERSONAL DISPLAYS OF AFFECTION:  In order to protect the health and safety of our students, excessive kissing, 

hugging, touching or hand holding will not be permitted.   

GUM AND SUNFLOWER SEEDS NEED TO REMAIN OFF CAMPUS. 

SCHOOL DRESS CODE STANDARDS 

The purpose of the school dress code is to ensure that students are focused on academic success.  “The 
Governing Board believes that appropriate dress and grooming contribute to a productive learning environment. 
The Board expects students to wear clothing that is suitable for the school activities in which they participate.  
Students shall not wear clothing that presents a health or safety hazard or is likely to cause a substantial disruption 
to the educational program.  Mills Middle School’s Dress Code is as follows: 

▪ Collared shirts are preferred, but tasteful t-shirts are allowed and ALL shirts MUST have 
sleeves. Crop tops, or any short shirts not covering the midsection are not allowed.  

▪ Skirts, Dresses, and Shorts must generally reach mid-thigh, approximately where the fingertips 
fall when the arms are relaxed. Pants or shorts with holes, rips or tears, must not be excessive 
or revealing.   

▪ Any garment that can be seen through is unacceptable.  

▪ All undergarments must be 100% covered and any part of the anatomy that underwear is 
designed to cover, may not be exposed.  

▪ Flip-flops or slippers are not allowed. Heels on shoes must not exceed 2 inches.  

▪ Wearing PE clothes outside of PE is not permitted.  

▪ No sagging allowed. 

▪ To ensure the safety of our students, they must be recognizable at all times.  Head coverings 
should be removed by students when entering a classroom.  Exceptions may be made for 
students that are wearing religious head coverings. 

▪ Bathing suits and sleep wear may not be worn as school attire.  

▪ Clothing or personal items displaying any reference to drugs, alcohol, sex, violence, bigotry, 
gangs, nudity, or containing or suggesting obscenity or vulgarity are prohibited.  

▪ Wednesdays are “Where you headed Wednesdays,” and students are encouraged to wear 
college apparel.  

▪ Fridays are Mills Spirit Days. Students are encouraged to wear green and gold. 

▪ Dressing in approved P.E. clothes in P.E. is mandatory.  Mills Middle School P.E. uniforms may 
be purchased at the student store. Clothes worn to school as normal attire may not be worn in 
P.E.  

▪ When needed for student safety, such as in laboratory or school activities, additional safety 
measures may be added to the dress code.  

▪ Blankets MAY NOT be brought to school or used as coats or cover-ups. 
 
The dress code will be enforced by ALL STAFF. The appropriateness of clothing in question as per this 
dress code will be left to the discretion of the Mills Middle School Administration.  
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ELECTRONIC DEVICES 

The following devices including, but not limited to: video games, iPods, or like devices, are NOT ALLOWED 

AT SCHOOL.  Students may have cell phones and ear buds; however, they must be turned off / powered 

down and out of sight during school hours.  

Violation of this rule may result in the following: 

● 1st offense: device may be confiscated, and then may be released to the student at the end of the period.  
● 2nd offense: device may be confiscated, parent may be notified, and device will be released to parent or guardian. 

Citation/due process or other disciplinary consequence may occur as well. 
● 3rd offense: device may be confiscated, parent will be notified, and device will be released to parent or guardian. 

Citation/due process or other disciplinary consequence will occur.  
 

Mills Middle School is not responsible for loss/theft of any electronic device on campus. (B.P. 5131.1) 

STUDENT TRANSPORTATION 

Bicycles, Skateboards & Scooters are the only mode of transportation allowed at school and must be stored in the 

bike rack area, which is locked during the day. Students should also furnish a bike / skateboard lock for the bike rack.  

Our safe school officers enforce the helmet law. For safety reasonsSTUDENTS MAY NOT RIDE/SKATE 

ANYWHERE ON SCHOOL GROUNDS!  Please make sure you properly lock your bike/ skateboards/scooters and 

do not leave personal property in the bike rack overnight.  Mills Middle School is not responsible for loss/theft of any 

property on campus. (B.P. 5131.1) 

 

Bullying Prevention & Character Building District Website :  FCUSD.ORG/DOMAIN/3616 

The Governing Board believes that all students have the right to be educated in a positive learning environment free 

from disruptions. Students shall be expected to exhibit appropriate conduct that does not infringe upon the rights of 

others or interfere with the school program while on school grounds, while going to or coming from school, while at 

school activities, and while on district transportation. Prohibited student conduct includes, but is not limited to: 

harassment of students or staff, including bullying, intimidation, so-called "cyberbullying," hazing or initiation activity, 

ridicule, extortion, or any other verbal, written, or physical conduct that causes or threatens to cause bodily harm or 

emotional suffering. (BP 5131) 

Direct Acts of Bullying May Include:  

● Hitting, tripping, shoving, pinching and excessive tickling 
● Verbal threat(s), name calling, racial slurs and insults 
● Taunting, teasing, spreading rumors or intimidation  

Indirect Acts May Be More Difficult to Detect, and May Include:  

● Rejecting, excluding, or isolating target(s) 
● Humiliating target(s) in front of friends 
● Manipulating friends or relationships 
● Sending hurtful emails or writing notes 
● Developing a website for taunting, ranking, or degrading a target and inviting others to join in posting 

humiliating notes or messages. 
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● Bullying Means: 
Bullying is generally repeated over time and involves a real or perceived imbalance of power with more 
powerful student(s) attacking the less powerful student(s). 
 
Bullying Definition: 

● Bullying is any severe or pervasive physical or verbal act or conduct including, but not limited to: 
•Written and digital communication that can be reasonably predicted to place a student in fear of harm to 
that pupil's person or property. 
•Causing a pupil to experience a substantially detrimental effect on his or her physical, mental health, 
interferes with a pupil's academic performance. 
•Restricting pupils ability to participate in services, activities or privileges provided by school.  
  

Cyberbullying Definition: 

Cyberbullying includes communication in writing or by means of electronic act including: transmission of 

messages, text, sound, image, video, website, burnpage or social networking activity and has a substantial 

effect on a person's physical or mental health, academic performance or ability to participate in school. 

Nondiscrimination/Harassment  

The Folsom Cordova Unified School District prohibits discrimination, intimidation, harassment (including sexual 

harassment) or bullying based on a person’s actual or perceived ancestry, color, disability, race or ethnicity, religion, 

gender, gender identity or gender expression, immigration status, national origin, sex, sexual orientation, or 

association with a person or group with one or more of these actual or perceived characteristics.  For 

concerns/questions or complaints, contact the Title IX Coordinator(s) and Equity Compliance Officer(s): Curtis 

Wilson, cmwilson@fcusd.org (grades K-5) and Jim Huber, ED. D., jhuber@fcusd.org (grades 6-12), 1965 

Birkmont Drive, Rancho Cordova, CA 96742, 916-294-9000 ext.104625 

 

STUDENT DISCIPLINE/DUE PROCESS PROCEDURES 

The Folsom Cordova Unified School District desires to prepare students for responsible citizenship by fostering self-

discipline and personal responsibility. At all times, the safety of students and staff, and the maintenance of an 

orderly school environment shall be priorities when determining appropriate discipline. Staff shall use preventative 

measures and positive conflict resolution techniques when reasonably possible.  Mills believes in using restorative 

practices, such as push-ins check-in/checkouts and peer mediation before punitive steps are taken. 

CONE ZONE 

Students that accumulate an excess amount of lates may be assigned a “Cone Zone” lunch detention.  Students will 

report to a designated area for lunch and lose the privilege of participating in lunchtime activities. 

 

AFTER SCHOOL DETENTION 

Students that are truant or disruptive may be assigned an after school detention.  The first detention will be 1 hour.  

If a student continues being truant or has disruptive behavior a 2 hour detention may be assigned.  2 hour 

detentions will begin at 3:00 p.m and  will be dismissed at 5:00 p.m.  A certificated teacher will facilitate the 2 

hour detention and will assign classwork and campus beautification. 

 

mailto:cmwilson@fcusd.org
mailto:jhuber@fcusd.org
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DETENTION EXPECTATIONS 

1. Late students will not be allowed to enter the room. 
2. Students are to be seated and working/reading throughout the time. 
3. No talking or noise is permitted. 
4. Any violation of the rules or failure to serve will result in a future consequence to be determined by 

Administration. 
 

DUE PROCESS AND THE RIGHT TO APPEAL  

No student will be suspended or expelled without due process. As an added safeguard, a student and his/her 

parent/guardian have the right to request an appeal regarding the discipline imposed. Administrative Regulation 

5144 sets forth a complete explanation of the procedures for suspension, expulsion and appeals. Refer to FCUSD 

Student Code of Conduct 2020-2021 booklet for a list of possible offenses and consequences. 

Each teacher at Mills follows the same discipline system.  Once the due process is initiated, the teacher will 

document progressive steps, being sure to inform the student of the next step in the process. 

1. Teacher gives a verbal warning. 
2. Teacher assigns classroom intervention and/or a “push in.”  
3. Teacher issues a classroom suspension and the parent is notified. 

 

Some behaviors are more severe and warrant direct administrative attention and may have more severe 

consequences.  (See copy of 2020-2021 FCUSD Student Conduct Code). 

 

Mills Middle School Discipline Plan 2020-2021 

 

Although every discipline incident is unique, and will be evaluated individually by the Administrator, 

Folsom-Cordova’s Student Conduct Code 2020-2021 is the platform for determining a specific course 

of action.  During the first week of school, parents and students are required to read and sign-off on 

their understanding of this document.  A copy may be located on the FCUSD website. 

In determining the appropriate level of consequence, school and/or district administrators may 

consider a student’s grades, attendance, prior discipline, and particular circumstances.   Education 

Code 48900 (p) states that a student may be suspended or expelled for acts enumerated inside the 

Conduct Code including but not limited to: WHILE ON SCHOOL GROUNDS; WHILE GOING TO OR 

FROM SCHOOL; DURING LUNCH TIME WHETHER OFF OR ON CAMPUS; DURING OR WHILE GOING 

TO OR COMING FROM ANY SCHOOL SPONSORED ACTIVITY. 

 

Should misbehavior continue to occur in one or more classes, Administration may work with 

Parent/Guardian to develop a behavior contract agreement.  
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